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I'was moved by the “warmth” of the
Curtain Bluff resort in Antigua from the
moment my wife, Caroline, and I arrived. Of
course, we were escaping the damp and dark
of New England last December, and
Antigua’s tropical climate did not
disappoint. But, as [ soon learned, Curtain
Bluff—founded by Howard Hulford in 1962
and still owned and overseen by his
energetic wife Chelle today—is way more
than just another beach resort. We were
about to become part of a very special family.

It started with our sincere welcome when
we surprised the staff on the beach. Unlike
most “normal” guests who arrive at the main
lobby, we rolled our carry-on bags up the
dock after being dropped off by the 58-foot
yacht we’d been living on for the past week
(see page 76 for the story). Then a smiling,
brightly dressed, pixie of woman—Chelle
Hulford—bounded out of a door behind
reception and invited us up for cocktails in
her home at the top of the bluff.

At the party, we learned more about
Chelle and the fun she and her larger-than-
life husband Howard (who died in 2009) have
had welcoming guests to their elegant yet
unpretentious vacation retreat for so long.

Then it was time to find out for ourselves.

Curtain Bluff has been an all-inclusive resort
since it was founded in 1962. And it was
obvious from the fresh, delicious, and varied
dinner menu, and the impeccable service in
the Tamarind Tree dining room that the
Curtain Bluff has perfected the art of all-
inclusive fine dining. The guest-to-staff ratio
appeared to be one-to-one, and as you'd

expect, they do way more than just the basics.

Drinks and smoothies are available from
bars on the Sugar Mill Terrace and in the
Seagrape restaurant right on the beach.
Most dinners feature live music and after-
dinner dancing. In the afternoons, a very
British tea is served with real clotted cream.
And don’t even get me started on the
mountains of banana pancakes, eggs,
bacon, and buttery baked goods served for
breakfast. Good thing there are lots of
activities to burn off all the calories.

My wife and I are pretty active parents of a

Thanks to its spectular
location, long list of
available activities,

and world-class spa

and amenities, Curtain
Bluff's is one of the most
exclusive all-inclusives
in the Caribbean.

five-year-old, who usually comes with us on
all our adventures. But he stayed home with
Grandma for this one, giving us unheard of

time to do...everything!

We started where we left off on the boat:
swimming every couple of hours. Curtain
Bluff features two beaches: one is exposed
to the wind and waves and one is more
protected. The calmer beach has sugar-soft
sand and is dotted with sturdy umbrellas
and comfortable beach loungers. Towels
and every beach toy known to man, from
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